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We have just seen that dilatoriness as an established 
principle would defeat its own end. It is, however, con- 
tended that the party to a dispute which has justice on 
its side might well rely on the force of that public opin- 
ion which will support the judicial decision, and that 
delay provides time for the cooling of the overheated 
political atmosphere. Both these arguments appear to 
be without a basis in recent history. The actual crises 
of the last dozen years or so were unsuspected by the 
press and the public opinions concerned until disclosed 
by the course of events, and the alarms raised by the 
newspapers of various countries led to no crises what- 
ever. That is, public opinion, naturally uninformed or 
ill-informed, plays no critical role in international poli- 
tics: here real or spurious reasons of State decide the 
issue, and public opinion can but accept, with more or 
less grace, the conclusions of the competent or incompe- 
tent authorities. Nor can the experience of the last 
decade leave any doubt that an interested and odious 
agitation may be conducted with signal success for sev- 
eral years, and that party and national considerations 
will readily discount and denounce the judgment of a 
bench of Daniels. 

Our inevitable conclusion is, therefore, that those 
who pin their faith to any compromises in matters in- 
ternational mistake the shadow of a loaf for half a loaf. 
It is impossible to limit armaments effectually; it is 
practicable to abolish them; the existence of armaments 
leads necessarily to competition in armaments, to espion- 
age, to intrigues, to suspicions and hatred, to aggressive 
intentions, to crises, and to sanguinary conflicts; the 
absence of armaments leads, as with intra-national terri- 
torial units, to complete readiness to adjust differences 
without recourse to arms and to the elimination of ag- 
gressive intentions; the establishment of an impotent 
international council and an impotent international 
court will, almost certainly, leave anarchy securely sad- 
dled on the world; the establishment of an international 
legislature and court of an equivalent status to the na- 
tional legislatures and courts of the most civilized na- 
tions, meting out justice as justice is meted out between 
intra-territorial units, would once and for all ensure 



a durable and endurable peace and friendly cooperation 
between all peoples. 

The rejoinder commonly made to the above line of 
reasoning is that the proposal is revolutionary, and that 
it slurs the fact of progress proceeding by increments. 
To this idol of presumed practicality we are to offer up 
millions of our youth and manhood for generations to 
come, and even the fabric of our civilization, which it 
has taken humanity thousands of years to raise. We 
plead, on our part, that the ideal and the practical 
coalesce in this instance; that our intra-territorial life 
has thoroughly prepared us for the true inter-territorial 
life; that in this particular case, as in myriad of kin- 
dred ones, there lies nothing between either and or; that 
the masses of mankind will eagerly respond to our ap- 
peal if we only have the wisdom and the courage to 
make it, and that it portends an evil day when in a 
supreme moment of history we shrink from proclaiming 
the saving truth. 

The nations at the present juncture are almost in de- 
spair of the future, and are most reluctantly settling 
down to the conviction that there is nothing but their 
strong right arm to which they can trust. They view 
with undisguised concern the approaching time when 
military exigencies shall be more even than in the recent 
past the arbiters of the weal and woe of nations. The 
peoples of the Entente Powers and the neutral peoples, 
more particularly the United States, are sincerely de- 
sirous of slaying that monster of monsters, war. Shall 
we, then, fritter away the golden moments between now 
and the end of the war in disseminating views which 
must leave the patriot cold and every lover of humanity 
impatient? Should we not rather infuse in the suffer- 
ing and bleeding peoples an inspiriting hope that there 
is a way out of the morass in which we have been sink- 
ing ; that reason and conscience may soon rule the rela- 
tions of peoples if we only grasp the truth that differ- 
ences between territorial units should be composed by 
national territorial units — by recourse to authoritative 
methods analogous to those subsisting between intra- 
law and without resorting to arms? 



BRIEF PEACE NOTES 



... A conference of over seventy peace workers was 
held at the Broadway Tabernacle, New York City, Octo- 
ber 26-27. Editorial reference to this conference ap- 
pears elsewhere in these columns. Sessions were pre- 
sided over by Frederick Lynch, Hamilton Holt, James 
Brown Scott, and Arthur D. Call. The secretaries of 
the conference were Henry S. Haskins and Henriette 
Neuhaus. The committee on resolutions were: Sidney 
L. Gulick, Samuel T. Dutton, Grace Abbott, Fannie 
Fern Andrews, and Charles H. Levermore. The con- 
tinuation committee appointed by the conference, em- 
powered to add to its number, were: Jane Addams, 
Arthur D. Call, Samuel T. Dutton, Sidney L. Gulick, 
Hamilton Holt, Frederick Lynch, Lucia Ames Mead, 
James Brown Scott, and Lillian D. Wald. The contin- 
uation committee held its first meeting in New York, 
November 1. Those in attendance were : Messrs. Call, 



Dutton, Gulick, Holt, Lynch, and Mrs. Mead. The 
questionnaire is practically completed, and will soon be 
sent to the conferees and to the trustees and directors 
of peace societies. A larger and more official conference 
of peace workers will be held early during the coming 
year. 

.. . . Mr. Harold F. McCormick, son-in-law of John D. 
-Rockefeller, recently returned from a year of experi- 
ences in Switzerland. Mr. McCormick proposes a plan 
by which he believes peace may be restored to Europe, 
or at least more easily attained. The most interesting 
feature of the plan is that the belligerents, while con- 
tinuing to conceal, as they are bound to do, their strat- 
egic plans, shall be asked to enumerate the objects for 
which they are fighting, and place their peace terms in 
precise and concrete form in the hands of selected neu- 
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tral countries, whose role would be not that of media- 
tors, but of custodians and "transfer agents." The 
terms thus deposited could be changed periodically, in 
accordance with the varying fortunes of war. Thus 
each side could know at a given moment precisely what 
the other side was demanding, and could examine his 
own assets, chances, and hopes accordingly. "Thus," 
says Mr. McCormick, "there would be obtained a quota- 
tion of the 'cash value' of ultimate peace terms." It is 
believed that this would result in the minimum duration 
of the war with the maximum of useful effort, and avoid 
a superfluous loss of life and economic waste. 

. . . Translating freely from a recent editorial in the 
New Yorker Herald Abendblatt, we read: 

"The preparedness scheme of the United States goes 
far beyond any form of militarism against which its 
most violent tirades have as yet been hurled. Never 
before has a nation, especially not the many-thousand- 
times execrated Germany, prepared in time of peace 
such a budget for its army and navy. . . . How- 
ever- one may regard the motives of the Congress in 
passing such bills, this much is certain, that we are 
herewith entering a new epoch in our history — an epoch 
that will bring forth for us new developments on many 
sides. Will such development be for the good of the 
mass of the people? One can only shake one's head in 
answer. In this moment in our history we must more 
than ever before take care to watch each step of our 
progress and to strive to ascertain whither our journey 
takes us." 

... To outdo the modest scheme of national prepared- 
ness comprised in the greatest army and navy bills ever 
passed in the history of the world by any nation at 
peace, is the professed object of the National Security 
League. A "Congress of Constructive Patriotism" is 
scheduled for Washington in January. Further, a com- 
mittee of the league has been appointed to urge the 
legislatures of forty-one States to pass a physical and 
military training bill applicable to schools, and to start 
a nation-wide movement for universal military train- 
ing, less euphoniously termed "conscription." 

. . . The Berlin Vorwaerts, Socialist organ, repudiates 
the Hdssgesang in the following comment on an inter- 
view with Field Marshal von Hindenburg. The quota- 
tion is from a Berlin dispatch : 

"He advises France to be reasonable and not to act 
as a further obstacle to peace. This advice will have a 
better chance of being heard abroad if we show ourselves 
reasonable, too. If we are going to drag this war on 
indefinitely, then the whole of Europe will bleed to 
death, and America and the colored races would be our 
heirs. But we want Europe to live, not Germany only, 
but all the nations. We want France to live. We see 
her now bleeding white, but we have never hated her. 
We want peace also for .England and Eussia, peace for 
the whole blood-stained world." 

... An interesting arraignment of German policies 
by a German is recorded in the German newspaper re- 
ports of a speech delivered recently in the Eeichstag by 
Herr Bernstein, Socialist leader. Said he, in part: 
"The time has come when we must ask ourselves how 
much longer this war is going to last. Chrr attempts 



to come to an agreement with individual enemies at the 
cost of others are doomed to failure — are hopeless. 
What is the fundamental vice of the German policy? 
What is it which turns even our sincere friends in times 
of peace into our adversaries? It is the extreme mis- 
trust with which not only the governments, but the peo- 
ple of other countries, regard us, and with reason. One 
of the principal results of the progress of our civiliza- 
tion was the confining of war to combatants only. Now 
we have petitions to the Eeichstag urging war upon 
non-combatants with the most brutal weapons. This 
betrays a complete misconception of popular psychol- 
ogy, which was better understood by Sophocles, who 
said that an enemy must be fought in such a way that 
he will once more become a friend. How long is this 
massacre to last? To put an end to it an unequivocal 
statement is needed. Let it be proclaimed authorita- 
tively on the German side that we are prepared to con- 
clude an armistice as preliminary to a general European 
congress which shall restore peace on the basis of the 
democratic rights of all nations." 

The International Eeform Bureau issues a statement 
on "The Fundamentals of Preparedness," declaring that 
"although we are not in the war, we are even now 
caught in the whirlpool of militarism which begat it. 
Both our commercial and political life, and even our 
educational and religious leaders, are being drawn into 
the swirl. Thoughtful men — women, too, having now 
sufficient suffrage to be a balance of power, even if they 
did not have great influence in other ways also — should 
insist that the first step in "preparedness" shall be the 
drumming of private cupidity out of camp by putting 
all army posts and navy yards and munition plants in 
charge of a non-partisan commission that will rearrange 
them without reference to either the political ambition 
of Congressmen or the personal cupidity of munition 
stockholders. 

... A peace pin or emblem, to be obtained in various 
forms, is promoted by a committee in Christiania, Nor- 
way, including J. Lovland, president of the Nobel Com- 
mittee of the Norwegian Parliament; H. Horst, mem- 
ber of the same committee and of the International 
Hague Tribunal, and Bernhard Hanssen, president of 
the Norwegian Peace Union. The design is the word 
PAX in gold, on a purple circular ground, the whole 
surrounded by a green and gold wreath. The American 
Peace Society, to which all rights for the United States 
have been given by the committee, is in receipt of seve- 
ral samples of this design in the form of stick-pins, 
clasp-pins, pendant, and button. As long as these last 
they may be obtained at the price at which they are 
sold in Norway, Denmark, and Holland, Kr. 1.50, or 
$0.45. 

. . . The Official Gazette of the Brazilian parliament 
publishes full details of a recent proposal to the Brazil- 
ian parliament made by the Brazilian Society of Inter- 
national Law for the formation of a league of neutral 
nations to resist trade restrictions and other encroach- 
ments by belligerents. The proposed league would con- 
sist, reports say, of all present neutrals, and would 
spring automatically into effect whenever another war 
broke out. Violations of the various specified rights of 
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the neutrals would be met under the plan by the with- 
drawal by the neutral league of the privilege of friendly 
treatment for the offending nation, including the trade 



rights. In more urgent instances refusal to recognize 
the diplomatic representative of the country involved is 
recommended. 



AMONG THE PEACE ORGANIZATIONS 



American Peace Society. 
New England Department. 

During the month of October, Director Try on de- 
voted his energies to the promotion of field work in 
New Hampshire, where his appointments were arranged 
by Miss Mary N. Chase, secretary of the New Hamp- 
shire Division. Addresses and stereopticon lectures 
■were delivered in fourteen different towns. His new 
stereopticon lecture, "The Parliament of Man," proved 
particularly effective. At Wolfeboro a committee was 
organized with the view of establishing a local section. 
The chairman is Eev. Mr. Summerbell, who is assisted 
by Dr. F. S. Clow. 

Early in November the Department Director had a 
conference with the secretary of the Maine Peace Soci- 
ety with regard to field work and lectures in Maine to 
be undertaken in January, and addressed the students 
of Hebron Academy on "The Keturn to Peace." While 
at Hebron he arranged for a sketch to be made of the 
house of William Ladd, founder of the American Peace 
Society, who lived in the neighboring town of Minot. 
He also took steps towards holding a public meeting 
there for the purpose of reviving interest in the peace 
movement. Later a fifth trip was made to New Hamp- 
shire, which extended to the "north country" and in- 
cluded towns in the central part of the State. With a 
view to fixing upon a concerted plan of field work and 
definite propaganda, a conference of the New Hamp- 
shire Division was called in Concord. The principal 
subjects of discussion were the same as those taken up at 
the recent conference of peace workers in New York 
City. In the evening a public meeting was arranged 
for* the general discussion of "A Minimum Program." 
The invited speakers were Dr. Tryon; Kev. John E. 
Shively, of Laconia, and Eev. H. C. MacDougall, of 
Franklin. 

Central West Department. 

On September 28th, at a meeting of the executive 
committee of the Chicago Peace Society, the new con- 
stitution of the American Peace Society was ratified 
and approved, and it was voted that the society become 
the Chicago Section of the Illinois Division of the 
American Peace Society. The committee also approved 
the outline of study on "The New Internationalism" 
prepared by the World Alliance. Director Townsend 
addressed a local meeting on October 4 on the subject 
of "International Peace as One of the Moral Issues of 
the Campaign." Through his cooperation, Mr. Mark G. 
Holtzman, general secretary of the Hennepin County 
Sunday School Association, Minneapolis, has been en- 
abled to arrange a peace exhibit in that city. 

In October Director Townsend attended the New 
York conference of the officers of the various peace 
organizations of the United States, called by the 'Cen- 
tral Organization for a Durable Peace, the American 



Peace Society, and the Church Peace Union to consider 
a minimum program. He spent some time in confer- 
ence with Dr. Sidney L. Gulick and Dr. Frederick 
Lynch, in reference to the peace work among the 
churches in Chicago this winter. At this conference 
it was decided that the Director should be given the 
title of Secretary for Chicago of the World Alliance, 
in order to more effectively carry on the program out- 
lined by them. 

Director Townsend delivered a lecture on the subject 
'Teaching Internationalism" at the Morse School, Chi- 
cago, on November 9, 1916. The lecture was preceded 
by an historical pageant in which one of the scenes por- 
trayed the United States as a melting-pot of all nations, 
dominated by the spirit of peace and good will toward 
all mankind. 

Pacific Coast Department. 

The Director has recently supplied to schools, col- 
leges, and women's clubs much literature upon military 
training in the schools, as well as material dealing with 
an international court. Both of these subjects are being 
warmly debated by the high schools of the Pacific Coast, 
Texas, Indiana, and the Rocky Mountain States. Several 
universities have sent in requests for the Director's bib- 
liographies on international peace topics. Various con- 
ferences have been held with the Woman's Peace Party, 
the California Branch of the American Committee of 
the Neutral Conference for Continuous Mediation, and 
with individual peace workers. Groups are being organ- 
ized in different parts of California for opposition to the 
measure for military training in the schools, which is to 
be presented at the next session of the State legislature. 
The Director, in his work against this measure, has 
developed the following specific objections to compulsory 
military training :" 

1. The plan is undemocratic and un-American. 

2. It would fail to secure the desired end, because 
based on fear, suspicion, and distrust — the very things 
that led Europe to destruction. 

3. The plan would be exceedingly difficult to enforce, 
because opposed by such large groups as the labor 
unions, the Socialists, the peace people, and the Gran- 
gers. 

4. The reasons given for such a plan are wholly in- 
adequate and unsound in policy and principle. 

5. The effect of such a course on the part of the 
United States would have a most harmful effect on other 
nations. 

6. A national system of compulsory military training 
would have a harmful effect on the United States and 
its free institutions. 

7. Such a system would. prevent the real fundamental 
preparedness^-economic, social, hygienic, and indus- 
trial. 

8. Compulsory military training for the United 



